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1. Appendix 1 The Genesis of Writing ¡Ole! 
 
The first germ of the idea to write the Club’s history was discussed informally during 2008 when I, 
Donna Peters, rejoined the committee after living overseas for two years and could see that newer 
members did not know anything about the Club’s history. As can be seen by the email from 
President Penny Collinson inviting us to the Annual Planning Meeting on Sunday 7th December 
2008, the history project was proposed to be started in 2009.  
 
During discussions of Item 8 on page 5 of the minutes several names of older members were put 
forward to write the history, and I undertook to form a sub-committee with them to start planning the 
Club’s history book. 
 

Planning meeting Email - 2 December 2008 
 
Listed under ‘Other activities 3.’ was ‘Special project for 2009 - History of Club to celebrate 45 
years’. And it was also listed (rather ambitiously) on the agenda and the minutes as ‘Item 8. Special 
project - History of Club for 45th anniversary’.  
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Planning Meeting Agenda -7 December 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes of Spanish Club Planning Meeting 7 
December 2008 
 
Pages 1 and 5 of minutes containing mention of the 
History Project 
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Spanish Club History Project notes - Silvia Soto-Bussard, 24-03-2009 
 
Silvia proposed in March 2009 that we produce a history book for the 45th anniversary 
that year. It soon became apparent that this was not feasible as the Club had no 
archives and it would take a considerable time to gather the historical information from 
past Club members and documents scattered far and wide. However, some of Silvia’s 
excellent planning points did come to fruition, although the book grew in size and took 
considerably longer than envisaged. 
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 History Sub-committee Progress Reports:  First Email 12 June 2009 

In this report to the Club’s executive the History Sub-committee declared their intention to produce a 
‘properly printed illustrated booklet for our 50th anniversary in 2014. (After more research it was later 
decided that our 50th anniversary should be in 2013 so we brought our deadline forward.) 
The sub-committee asked the Club to publish a request in the next newsletter for contributions from 
members about the years 1960 up to 1980. 
Donna reported the death of key early Club member, Frank Williams, and her intention to attend his 
funeral that day. 
Project leader Donna undertook every year, from 2009 to final publication, to send a progress report, 
on behalf of the History Sub-committee, to update the Executive Committee of the Club on the 
progress of the research, writing and publishing of the official history of the Club, as the 
subcommittee were commissioned to do on 7th December 2008.  
In the early years the updates were often given to the monthly committee meetings and the annual 
Planning Meetings, but every year History Sub-committee reports were sent to the Annual General 
Meeting. Several members, such as Juan Wilson, Silvia Soto-Bussard and Domingo Barón, as well 
as the Author, Donna, often served on both committees to ensure close co-operation was maintained 
throughout the gestation of the Club’s history writing project and its subsequent publication. 
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History Sub-committee Preliminary Report to Executive August 2009   
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(Report 24.08.2009 - continued) 
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Email from Peter Sumby about Evening Post articles 
 
The discovery of the newspaper cuttings by Peter Sumby in June 2009 was instrumental in 
propelling our research forward, as the articles covered most of the Club’s activities for the first ten 
years. 
 
The information in the newspaper articles also gave us many useful clues for further research. 
 
The History Sub-committee informed the Executive committee that it had finished researching the 
1960s and was starting on the next decade, the 1970s. Members who remembered that decade 
were asked for contributions. 

 
 
Subsequent History Sub-committee Reports to the Club’s Executive 
Committee 
The History Sub-committee continued to meet regularly and, on 2nd June 2009 reported to the Club’s 
executive committee via Silvia Soto-Bussard that Domingo had passed over a folder of official 
papers from his time as President and he suggested that other Club members might also have useful 
historical material they could hand over to the Sub-committee. 
Ot the  22nd June the sub-committee again reported progress. Peter Sumby’s research showed that 
the Club began in August 1963 and was incorporated in August 1964. Peter had found newspaper 
cuttings for the first ten years of the Club’s meetings. The sub-committee will request material and 
information from members a decade at a time, starting with the 1960s. 
At the 22 July meeting Donna reported that Silvia had handed over Domingo’s historical material to 
the History sub-committee and that when she returned from Canada on 14th August she would deal 
with it. 
On 24th August Donna presented a formal preliminary report to the Club’s committee.meeting.  
At the AGM 24 September 2009 Donna reported that the History project  had finished 1960s, but 
more information was needed on the 1970s, and although some  good information had come in on 
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the 1980s and 90s, more was needed. Silvia added ‘that she has liked working on the committee this 
year.’ 
At the end of our first year, 2009, after much discussion, we decided the format of the book should 
be in two parts: (A) The history of the Club’s activities, followed by (B) Profiles of members 
throughout the decades. We made a list of the entries and events we wanted covered, but more 
were added as we discovered more historical information from participants and some were dropped. 
 

 
Draft Outline of Contents of proposed history book - Part A 
 
Preface - by an Ambassador Flamenco Groups - Tablaos 
Introduction - by one of us Ship visits - Esmeralda, Gloria, etc 
Foundation of Club Language Camps - Donna 
Committees - Presidents Lobbying Victoria University 
Locations & Venues Spanish at Correspondence School 
Asados Present Club Activities 
Annual Dinners Future of Club 
Christmas Functions Index 

 
Part B – Profiles of members through the years: 
 
Possibly key people in each decade; presidents, secretaries and people who 
contributed greatly. 
 
We ended up including everyone who answered our call for information. 
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Letter to Members: In October 2009 the History Sub-committee drafted a letter to 
go to all club members past and present, soliciting historical information. 
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Spanish Club History Questionnaires 
 
We liaised closely with the Executive committee, asking them to send out our 
requests for information. In November 2009, having difficulty finding historical 
material, the History sub-committee developed a questionnaire and at the 7th 
December Executive Committee meeting, we formally asked that the questionnaire 
be sent to all members with the Club’s Boletín. The motion was carried and it was 
agreed to send questionnaires out with the February 2010 notice of the Asado. We 
also undertook to send it to as many previous members as we could identify and 
locate.  
 
2009 Spanish Club History Questionnaire 
¡Socorro! We need your help! The Spanish Club has recently decided to 
investigate our history with a view to publishing a booklet on our 50th Anniversary 
in 2013. To this end a History Sub-committee has been set up. Donna Clarke 
(AKA Donna Hedgland / Ferrándiz / Peters) is the convenor, with foundation 
members, Carol Cooper, Colleen and Peter Sumby, Juan Wilson, Silvia Soto-
Bussard and Domingo Barón. We have become quite excited by our research so 
far. It is intriguing to read about our early years in the newspapers of the time and 
the photos are fascinating! How enthusiastic our members were in the early years! 
However, we cannot write our history without the help of you and all our members, 
present as well as past.  
As part of this research we have devised a questionnaire. Por favor – please, 
could you take some time to fill it out (in English or Spanish, adding extra pages if 
necessary) and send it back to Donna, either by email: johndonna05@yahoo.com 
or by post: 23A Glen Road, Raumati South, Paraparaumu, 5032, or reply by 
telephone: 04 902 1235 to tell us how else you could help us. Perhaps we can set 
up an interview, or perhaps you have other contacts to put us onto, or you have 
documents (especially photos) which you could let us duplicate. 
 

1. During which years were you actively involved with the Wellington 
Spanish and Latin American Club? 

2. What was your original reason for joining and how did it come about? 
3. When you joined, what was your experience with Hispanic culture or the 

Spanish Language? (E.g. Travel or study.) How has this changed now? 
4. What was your main involvement with the Spanish Club? (E.g. on the 

committee / office holder or special project such as the camp?) 
5. What was your main area of interest in the Club’s activities? (Such as 

language learning, cultural, music, socialising?) 
6. What do you consider were your main contributions to the Club? 
7.  Looking back, what event(s) and/or venue(s) stand out as highlights for 

you during your time at the Club? (E.g. ship visits, balls, camps, 
asados?) 

8. Who do you remember as being memorable “characters” during your 
time at the club, and why? 

9. What do you think the Spanish Club has contributed to your life? (E.g. 
making long lasting friendships, changing your career plans, etc.) 

mailto:johndonna05@yahoo.com
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10. What would you like the club to focus on in the future and how could you 
help us? 

 
Members’ response to the questionnaire was slow and we decided that all who 
returned it with information would warrant being included in the book. Some 
members wrote their own stories in full, but for others we had to glean the 
information from the questionnaire notes and the Author and other sub-committee 
members wrote up their ‘profiles’. 
 
We had to send different versions of the questionnaire out again and again, as the 
years went by. 
 
 

 
Example of bilingual questionnaire: 
 
Cuestionario: Questionnaire 2015 
 
El SubComité lo integran: Domingo Barón, Donna Peters, Silvia Soto-Bussard, Peter Sumby, Bob 
Walker y Juan Wilson 
   Ahora que está avanzando el año el Club Español y Latinoamericano desea recordarles que 
hemos estado investigando nuestra historia y al publicarla estaremos celebrando más de 52 años de 
actividad cultural en Wellington. 
     Sin embargo no podemos concretar este esfuerzo sin la ayuda de los socios:  
es aquí donde Ud. se hace presente. 
    Por favour, tómese un tiempo para contestar este cuestionario, añadiendo más páginas si lo 
necesita; envíelo de vuelta a nuestro Subcomité, a través de Donna Peters, ya sea por email a 
johndonna05@yahoo.com o por correo a 77 Norfolk Crescent, Otaki Beach, Otaki 5512. 
    También nos puede contactar al teléfono 06 364 0310. Si le preocupa el gasto, llame a Donna y 
ella lo llamará desde su teléfono. 
   Díganos Ud. como nos podría ayudar, ya sea concertando una entrevista o indicándonos otros 
contactos; puede que Ud. tenga documentos, especialmente fotos, que Ud. nos permita duplicar. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Su nombre /Name 
_____________________________________________________ 
 
Detalles de contacto /Contact details 
 
 __________________________________________________________ 
 
 

1. ¿En qué años estuvo Ud. involucrado en las actividades del Club? During 
which years were you actively involved with the Wellington Spanish and 
Latin American Club? 

 
2. ¿Cuál fue el motivo original que lo llevó a hacerse socio y cómo se 

gestaron las circunstancias? What was your original reason for joining and 
how did it come about? 

mailto:johndonna05@yahoo.com
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3. ¿Cuándo entró a formar parte, que experiencia había tenido de la cultura 

hispánica o el idioma español? When you joined, what was your 
experience with Hispanic culture or the Spanish Language? 
 

4. ¿Cómo estuvo asociado a las actividades del Club? (Por ejemplo, siendo 
parte del comité, como socio o participando en determinados proyectos 
como los Campamentos o los Asados). What was your main involvement 
with the Spanish Club? (E.g. on the committee, member or just 
participating in special projects such as the camps or asados). 

 
5. Dentro de las actividades del Club, cuál diría Ud. es el area de interés que 

más le atrajo? (Tal como la práctica del idioma, conocer la cultura, la 
música, socializar, etc.)  What was your main area of interest in the Club’s 
activities? (Such as language practice, culture, music, socialising, etc.) 

 
6. ¿Cuáles considera Ud. han sido sus principales contribuciones a la vida 

del Club? What do you consider were your main contributions to the Club? 
 
 

7. ¿Mirando hacia el pasado, qué eventos y/o lugares se destacan durante su 
permanencia en el Club? (Por ejemplo, visitas, bailes, campamentos, 
asados).  Describa que tuvieron de especial y el porqué. Looking back, 
what event(s) and/or venue(s) stand out as highlights for you during your 
time at the Club? (E.g. ship visits, balls, camps, asados?) Describe what 
was special and why. 
 

8. ¿Durante su tiempo en el Club, recuerda Ud. algún “personaje” 
inolvidable? ¿Quién era la persona/s, y porqué le impactó su 
personalidad?Do you remember any memorable “characters” during your 
time at the club? Who were they and why were they memorable? 

 
9. ¿A qué piensa Ud. que el Club puede haber contribuido en su vida 

personal? (Por ejemplo, el haber hecho amistades duraderas, haber 
influido en sus actividades o en el rumbo de vida?) What do you think the 
Spanish Club has contributed to your life? (E.g. Making long lasting 
friendships, changing your career plans, etc.) 
 

10. ¿En cuanto al futuro, en qué aspectos de su actividad le gustaría que el 
Club se enfoque y como podria Ud. ayudarnos? What would you like the 
club to focus on in the future and how could you help? 
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Publishing Historical Articles 

March 17th 2010 the History Sub-committee passed a resolution to forward a short 
historical article or profile to to the Executive Committee of the Club to be 
published in each Boletin ‘to trigger members to contribute towards the project.’ 
Also it was resolved to ask the Executive committee to resend the questionaire as 
few had been returned so far, and to ask the Executive committee members to 
send back their own questionnaires filled in. 

The History Sub-committee then gave the Club preliminary historical articles to 
publish in the Boletín (newsletter), or on the Club’s webpage. Some stayed on the 
webpage for a long time and Web-Master, Armando Baudín, translated some 
articles into Spanish which translations we were able to incorporate into the 
manuscript of the book. 

One such article published by the Club was on George Parkyn, the Club’s founder  
As his birthday fell on 17th June 1910, at the Executive Committee meeting on 24th 
May 2010 Donna’s motion was passed (seconded by President Penny) for a 
’brindis’ (toast) to George’s 100th Anniversary at the Club’s June meeting. 

Minutes of History sub-committee meeting 2nd December 2010 show that an article 
on the history of the Club’s Argentine Asados was being prepared, with photos, to 
be submitted to the Club’s new website before the next Asado in 2011. 

At the History sub-committee meeting February 10 2011 Domingo reported that, at 
that time, negotiations on using the Club’s new website for publishing our material 
had stalled and he proposed making our own History website. Donna also reported 
the possibility of pre-publishing our articles in the new ‘Revista’ magazine.  

Website concerns were again discussed on April 4th and it was decided that 
Domingo would investigate obtaining one for the History sub-committee which we 
would link with the Club’s “celw” website.  

Therefore on 7th April 2011, Domingo paid $27.95 for our own domain name 
www.clublatino.org.nz .This was noted in the minutes of the meeting on May 2nd , 
as was the fact that ‘Donna was publishing history articles in Revista’. 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.clublatino.org.nz/
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The History Sub-committee buys the domain name which is now the Club’s 
new website 

 

Minutes from History Sub-committee meeting September 15, 2011 state that 
‘Domingo is to interview club member, Bess Davis, who has just turned 90 and is 
featured in the Upper Hutt Leader and Donna is to interview club member, Pauline 
Quinn, at 2pm this afternoon. Also Donna has found old photographs of the 
Campamentos and is writing an article about them in English to publish in the 
Club’s new magazine Revista. Silvia has undertaken to do the translations into 
Spanish.’ 
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History Sub-committee Report to The Club’s AGM 29-09-2011 

At this stage with less than two years to go before August 2013, the History Sub-
committee was beginning to feel overwhelmed by the idea of organising both the 
history book and the celebration and felt the need for more support from the Club’s 
Executive Committee, both in man-power and financially.  

The submission put forward to the Spanish and Latin American Club Planning 
Meeting on January 29, 2012, asked specifically for funding for both the history 
book and the fiftieth anniversary celebration. ‘It is now time for financial 
commitment,’ we said. 
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2012 Planning Meeting - Request for funding 

The History Sub-committee asked the Treasurer to set up a special account to 
fund the fiftieth anniversary with a seed fund of $500.00 from the Club’s coffers, to 
which money from regular monthly Club raffles would be added. 
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Club’s Agreement to Fund History Project 

The Executive Committee of the Spanish and Latin American Club agreed to set 
up such an account with the generous offer of $1,000.00 in total, $500 for the 
history book and $500 for the party. 

The History Sub-committee and the Club’s Executive Committee agreed to the 
funding arrangement, with the members of the History Sub-committee dedicated to 
running raffles to boost the fund. The first such raffle to be run on March 15, 2012 
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Raffles to Supplement History Fund 

During 2012 the Jubilee Fund raffles were run at every monthly meeting, usually 
by Silvia Soto-Bussard or Donna Peters, and the fund was growing by the month. 

Silvia Soto-Bussard, acting as our liaison with the executive, reported that as of 
August 2012, our half of the Jubilee Fund now contained $723.00, made up of the 
$500.00 seeding money and our raffle returns.  
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However, the Treasurer, Chris Corry, had not set up a special Jubilee Fund as 
promised, but had just added an extra suffix to the Club’s account.  

By September 12, 2012 the History Sub-committee was feeling the pressure and 
at that meeting Domingo Barón formally proposed that the History Sub-committee 
concentrate on just the history book, while the Executive take over the celebration. 

The History Sub-committee discussed the format of their publication and how to 
get quotes from printing firms once the size of the material was finalised. A 
deadline was set at the end of April 2013, with a work schedule set in place to 
facilitate that. 

Silvia and Domingo agreed to write material in Spanish so that the publication 
would be bilingual, although not everything would be in both languages. 

Silvia stressed the need to have a budget and to be able to recover our costs from 
the Spanish and Latin American Club coffers. She was delegated to approach the 
executive committee on this matter. 
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History Sub-committee to Concentrate on Book. 

The History Sub-committee’s report to the Club’s AGM on 20 September 2012 had 
stated its intention to concentrate on just writing the history book and to hand over 
the running of a Jubilee Party to the Executive Committee. It also reported that it 
had been running monthly raffles to boost the Jubilee Fund towards the publication 
of a book celebrating the Club’s history in 2013 and expected to have around 
$1,000 available for this. 

At the November 15, 2012 meeting of the History Sub-committee, Silvia reported 
back that the executive of the Club had accepted responsibility for organising the 
Jubilee party in 2013.  
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A Report from Silvia  in December 2012 

Silvia recounts her difficulties in finding information from Te Papa about Juan, and 
her lack of success interviewing one of her subjects for the book. These difficulties 
were echoed by most of the members of the sub-committee as the 2013 deadline 
neared. 

However, Silvia’s comment on the rifa (raffle) was heartening, as she was able to 
add $132.80 to the history book’s fund raising in just one raffle, which surprised 
Chris Corry, the Treasurer, and delighted members of the History Sub-committee. 
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Progress and Funding Insufficient to Meet Deadline of Jubilee - August 2013 

By early 2013 it became apparent that there was still too much to do to meet 
the August Jubilee deadline. Material covering most of the original outline of the 
book had already been completed, however, the more research that was done, the 
more fascinating facts were being discovered. The committee had to decide what 
to do with this precious material and whether to continue adding more. 

Financing the publication of the book was also a big question and getting quotes 
for this was a high priority. According to the minutes of the September 18th 
meeting, the sub-committee had requested a report from the Club’s Treasurer 
about how much money was available to fund the publication. At the October 23 
meeting, Silvia reported that the Treasurer had confirmed that we had just 
theseeding fund of $500, although previously we had raised more than $355 extra 
in raffles. This caused dismay! Where was our raffle money? However, we all 
agreed to continue working through our task lists to complete more material. 
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Decision to Speed up Writing 

In the November 2013 meeting Donna reported back that printers would not give 
quotes without a completed manuscript being submitted. The committee members  
voted to carry on gathering material and writing up notes. 
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Revised Plans 2014 

The History Sub-committee minutes of February 2014 showed the aim was to print 
the historical material in book form in time for the Club’s 51st Birthday August 2014. 
By the June meeting, this proved to be unlikely as two key members were 
committed to long overseas trips in the middle of the year. 

 



 
 

27 | P a g e  
 

The 2014 Progress Report to AGM 25 September 2014 - Contents of Book 

Report showed that the History project had gathered about forty A4 pages of 
written information and many photographs. The committee felt they were about 
two thirds of the way to completion. The deadline has now shifted to completion of 
profiles by the end of 2014. 
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Carol Cooper Died 2014 

At the 17 December 2014 History Sub-committee meeting, members reviewed 
progress against their June report task lists and again they had to move the 
deadline to the next year as several profiles were yet to be completed. Donna had 
to convert Carol Cooper’s profile to an obituary, as sadly Carol had died during 
2014. We welcomed Bob Walker, a one time Club Secretary of note, to our group. 
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New Blood Revitalises the Sub-committee - 2015 

In December 2014, Bob Walker joined the History Sub-committee and immediately 
contributed an article on the Club’s grants to exchange students and involvement 
with American Field Scholarships (AFS) and Youth For Understanding (YFU). 

At the 21 February 2015 meeting of the History Sub-committee, the publishing 
deadline was reiterated as the 2015 birthday celebrations in August. Discussions 
around publishing showed that if more than 100 copies were printed the book 
would need an ISBN number. Bob said that his choir’s book sold for $20, but after 
two years was reduced to $10.  We were looking at a similar scenario. At the 31st 
March meeting members agreed to have a draft ready to take to printers by the 
end of April 2015, even though Bob was going overseas from April to June. 
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By the meeting of 12 May 2015 it was clear that although most of the material was 
completed, with over seventy pages in hand, the Club’s current Executive 
Committee had not reponded to the request for profile information. As the book 
hoped to have a forward- 

looking ending it was felt necessary to send the questionnaires once more to all 
the current executive committee members with exhortations to compete them 
a.s.a.p. 
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Report to AGM 24 September 2015  

The history Sub-committee submitted a substantial progress report (Item 7) in 
which Donna resigned from her position as Secretary of the Club to concentrate on 
getting the Club’s History book published before the next year’s AGM - 2016.  
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Report January 2016 - need Funding For Publishing and Printing 

The History Sub-committee voted to move from the research and material 
gathering stage and that the co-ordinator/editor of the History Book Project, Donna 
Peters, and technical expert and translator, Domingo Barón, were delegated to 
spend 2016 editing and preparing the material to be published as a book. In 
January 2017. Donna Peters, informed the Spanish and Latin American Club 
Executive Committee of our decision and reminded them that we should soon 
need to call on them for the funds that the Treasurer, Chris Corry, had earlier 
set aside for that purpose. 
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Finding Help With Publishing - 2016 - 2017 

Donna met Sue Corkill of Fern Publishing at the Otaki Rotary Club when Sue was 
addressing the Club on Publishing New Zealand stories. Sue’s business helps 
local authors self-publish their books. Donna found out that Sue knew Juan Wilson 
very well, and had attended an Asado with him and Lorraine. Sue was therefore 
very interested in helping the Spanish and Latin American Club History Book to 
see the light of day. 

On 27th April, 2016, Donna showed Sue the hard copy folder of the book and Sue 
then asked for it all to be put together into an electronic Word file before an 
assessment of costs could be done.. Donna agreed to do that, but as she was 
working full-time at Horowhenua College and flying to Auckland in the holidays to 
do grandmother duty, the task was not completed until 15th February 2017.  

Sue Corkill got back to Donna on 2nd May 2017 and they agreed to meet on 
Wednesday, 31st May to discuss publishing options. 

Donna had also been making enquiries at the Otaki Printers, who only confused 
the issue when they asked her to reformat the manuscript to A5 size. Sue’s advice 
was that A5 would be too small for the photos to be seen to advantage.  

She recommended a meeting with book designer, Ross Mills, which happened on 
11th June, and on 13th of June Ross sent an ‘estimation’ to Sue. The cheapest 
option for design work, including the cover and the images, plus editing and 
printing costs for 100 copies, would come to around $4,000.00. 

This costing seemed to us to be within the scope of the Spanish and Latin 
American Club’s funds, as the last financial update we had from the Club was that 
they held around twice that amount. 

However, subsequently, the Club refused to allocate us any funding for the 
publication of the book that they themselves had commissioned, not even the 
money we had earned through raffles, or the seeding fund of $500.00 initially 
promised. 

The subcommittee, therefore, reluctantly decided to take on the costs ourselves, 
but ultimately I, Donna, was left “holding the baby.” After having to pay all the bills 
to continue the project to fruition, I decided to take on the role of ‘Author’ and 
copyright holder of the book. 
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Publishing Guidance - 2017 

Sue had advised us what steps to take in the meantime; Domingo Barón was 
working on an Introduction to the book and Donna was writing a Preface.  
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Requesting Funding for Publishing -  Report - June 2017 

On 16th June 2017 Donna wrote to Fiona Mackenzie, the President of the Spanish 
and Latin American Club, asking her to clarify how much money the Club would be 
prepared to spend for publishing the History book.The Club Executive was slow to 
respond about the funding and most of the committee members had also still not 
submitted their information or photographs for the ‘Looking Forward’ section of the 
book. 

In August we reported to Sue that Domingo was working on tidying up the 
manuscript on Word file and that,’After reviewing it together, we agreed that we 
need to do more work to get it into shape for publishing purposes. We also need to 
add interviews with the present Spanish Club Committee and to write the 
introduction and foreword. That way we can give you the completed thing, with 
perhaps only a short preface from the Spanish Ambassador to add before 
publication. We'll need something to show him, though, in order to get that!’ 

Domingo was also attempting to apply for funding for the book through Pub 
Charity, as that had been a great source of funding in the past for the Spanish and 
Latin American Club. However, Pub Charity will only fund official organisations, 
and when Domingo was unsuccesful in getting any co-operation from the Club’s 
Executive Committee that source of funding appeared to be denied us.  

He had previously circulated the text of our book (without photos) to the Spanish 
Club Committee to try to elicit support and funding. At that meeting he said that the 
President, Fiona Mackenzie, had implied that she could find alternative publishing, 
but she has since not come forward with any details for this, or any funding, either.  

Consequently Domingo and Donna decided, for the time being, to bypass the 
executive committee and continue with Fern Publishing so as to get the book 
completed. We personally guaranteed that Fern Publishing would get paid, 
wherever the funds came from. Unfortunately, unless the Club would offer support 
for our application to Pub Charity we also had to shelve that source of funding and, 
for the moment, fund everything ourselves. All the while we hoped the executive 
committee would eventually fund the book once they saw its value to the Club. 

There were some additional articles written. As suggested by Sue, Domingo had 
written an Introduction and Donna had written a Preface. Also there was an 
additional profile of a late responder, but important club member, that needed to 
be added.  
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The History Sub-committee Report to the Club’s 2018 AGM. 

2018 was a year of astounding progress on the book, now called ¡Olé! El Club Latino - A Fifty-Year History! 
The History Sub-committee was pleased that the Executive committee had finally sent in their material to 
allow the book to be rounded off and also pleased to show off to them an advance proof of the book with its 
professionally designed cover and full-colour illustrations. 
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(2018 Report, continued) 

It was a shattering blow, therefore to be told by the Executive Committee 
that no funding (not even what we had raised ourselves by raffles) would be 
provided, nor would we be able to use the Club’s logo, and on top of that, the 
Executive purported to dis-establish the History Sub-committee. A strange 
reward for so many members’ hard voluntary work over so many years, from 
a club they loved! 

A huge setback to publication! Despite this, we voted to finish the job. 



 
 

39 | P a g e  
 

The History Subcommittee’s Report to Club’s AGM 2019 

In support of our progress report, we here present the Club’s history book’s 
advance publicity in the form of a colourful flyer. It reads; ‘The book ¡Olé! 
celebrates Club Latino’s fifty years of memories with 200 pages, including 
170 colour photos.’  
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The History Subcommittee’s Report to Club’s AGM 2020 

The 2020 Report began with a summary of the history of writing the book 
¡Olé!, from the commissioning of the book in December 2008 through to the 
current situation. Further archival material had been found by Silvia Soto-
Bussard in 2019, and Keryn Williams and I had sorted through it, striking 
gold! So much valuable  extra informationcalled out to be included, so that 
more work (and time) would be required to incorporate it in ¡Olé!. 
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Later in 2020 we again wrote to the Executive Committee, asking permission 
to use the Club’s logo on the back cover of the book: 

To Spanish & LA Cttee. Re Book Olé - 26-10-2020 
 
Estimados Secretaria, Presidente, y miembros del comité nuevo del Club 
Español Y Latinoamericano de Wellington (Inc.) 
 
¡Felicitaciones en sus nuevos puestos! {Congrats on your new positions! 
 
The History Sub-Committee charged with the production of the book, 
now known as ¡Olé! El Club Latino - A Fifty-Year History, was very 
grateful for the opportunity to show you an advance draft of our book 
when our latest and hopefully final annual progress report was delivered 
at your recent AGM. 
 
Diana Standen and Keryn Williams, who displayed the book to all the 
members there, have reported nothing but favourable comments. 
Likewise, Silvia Soto-Bussard wrote to us that she was so impressed she 
wished to order three copies. We are very happy that the professional 
quality of our book has been recognised, as well as the celebration of all 
the positive aspects of the Club over fifty years, and continuing today and 
into the future. 
 
In view of the general approbation expressed at the AGM, we wondered 
if the new committee would be prepared to reconsider our request to use 
the Club’s logo on the back cover of the book. President Fiona earlier 
suggested in an email to me that the new committee will be meeting again 
in November and could reconsider the issue then. If you deem it 
appropriate, we could send some of our representatives to that meeting to 
show you the book again and to answer any remaining concerns you may 
have before you decide. 
 
Our publisher, Sue Corkill, and I are currently choosing the sample 
material from the book to be included in Te Ara, The New Zealand 
Encyclopaedia, and we feel it would be highly advantageous to have the 
Club’s logo on that material, which so positively celebrates the Club’s 
history. 
We await your instructions, hoping a suitably harmonious outcome may 
be negotiated as soon as possible. 
 
¡Saludos cordiales! 
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Donna Peters 
 

 

2021 Progress Report from History subcommittee to Spanish and 
Latin-American Club Wellington (Inc.)  
 
Re: Our book about the Club’s history, previously titled ¡Olé! El Club Latino - 
A Fifty-Year History, is now retitled ¡Olé! El Club Latino - Sixty Years in 
Wellington. 
 
13 December 2021 
 
Dear President Fiona and Committee members of El Club Latino 
 
We would normally have sent this progress report to the Club’s Annual 
General Meeting, but we have not yet been advised of any Spanish and 
Latin-American Club Wellington (Inc.) [Aka: El Club Latino] AGM this year. 
 
We are pleased to advise you that now, in spite of difficulties caused by 
Covid-19 restrictions, the augmented manuscript of ¡Olé! is ready to take the 
next step towards printing and publication. We anticipate that this will take 
place in the early part of 2022. 
 
We have recently asked four people to read the completed manuscript as 
‘beta readers’ to give us their opinions and advice on the book. Three of 
these were long-term Spanish speaking members of the Club. The other one 
was an educated English speaker, who was unfamiliar with the Club.  
 
Happily, all the beta readers were extremely complimentary, although there 
were a few suggestions for improvement, which have now been acted on. In 
particular, the English speaker was extremely taken with the book and says 
she cannot wait for it to be published and is eagerly looking forward to the 
launch next year. 
 
El Club Latino has kindly offered to be involved with promotion and launch 
of the book ¡Olé!, and so we should be pleased to hear what ideas you have 
come up with for that. We realise that the recent rules related to socialising 
in Covid times could make the organisation of a Book Launch rather tricky, 
but we are sure that between us all we can make it work next year. 
 
Four out of four beta readers can’t be wrong! We have a winning product! 
 
So please could you contact us as soon as you and your committee have 
formulated a plan of your possible involvement. 
 
Sincerely 
Donna Peters 
On behalf of the history subcommittee and the ¡Olé! publishing team. 
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Informe de progreso 2021 del subcomité de historia al club 
español y latinoamericano Wellington (Inc.) 
 
Re: Nuestro libro sobre la historia del Club, anteriormente titulado ¡Olé! El 
Club Latino - Cincuenta Años de Historia, ahora titulado ¡Olé! El Club Latino 
- Sesenta Años en Wellington. 
 
13 de diciembre de 2021 
 
Estimados presidente Fiona y miembros del comité del Club Latino 
 
Normalmente habríamos enviado este informe de progreso a la Asamblea 
General Anual del Club, pero todavía este año no se nos ha informado de 
ninguna AGM del Club Española y Latinoamericana de Wellington (Inc.). 
 
Nos complace informarles ahora que, a pesar de las dificultades causadas 
por las restricciones de Covid -19, el manuscrito aumentado de ¡Olé! está 
listo para dar el siguiente paso hacia la impresión y publicación. 
Anticipamos que esto tendrá lugar a principios de 2022. 
 
Recientemente, hemos pedido a cuatro personas que lean el manuscrito 
completo como "lectores beta" para darnos sus opiniones y consejos sobre 
el libro. Tres de ellos eran miembros del Club de habla hispana desde hacía 
mucho tiempo. El otro era una hablante de inglés educada, que no estaba 
familiarizada con el Club. Afortunadamente, todos los lectores beta fueron 
extremadamente elogiosos, aunque hubo algunas sugerencias de mejora, 
que ahora se han puesto en práctica. En particular, a la angloparlante le 
gustó mucho el libro y dice que no puede esperar a que se publique y que 
espera ansiosamente el lanzamiento del próximo año. 
 
El Club Latino se ha ofrecido amablemente a participar en la promoción del 
libro ¡Olé!, por lo que deberíamos estar encantados de escuchar las ideas 
que se le han ocurrido. Nos damos cuenta de que las reglas recientes 
relacionadas con la socialización en la época de Covid podrían hacer que la 
organización del lanzamiento de un libro sea bastante complicada, pero 
estamos seguros de que entre todos podemos hacer que funcione el 
próximo año. 
 
¡Cuatro de cada cuatro lectores beta no pueden estar equivocados! 
¡Tenemos un producto ganador! 
 
Así que, por favor, ¿podría contactarnos tan pronto como usted y su comité 
hayan formulado un plan de su posible participación? 
 
Atentamente 
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Donna Peters 
 
En nombre del subcomité de historia y del ¡Olé! equipo editorial. 
 
¡Olé! Progress Report to Spanish and Latin American Club 
AGM 2021-2022 
18-03-2022 
Re: Our book about the Club’s history, previously titled ¡Olé! El Club 
Latino - A Fifty-Year History, now retitled ¡Olé! El Club Latino - Sixty 
Years in Wellington. 
 
Dear President Fiona and Committee members 
 
On 13 December 2021, I sent you a progress report on our book, even 
though there was no AGM last year. 
 
This was what it said: 
 
‘We are pleased to advise you now that, in spite of difficulties caused by Covid-19 
restrictions, the augmented manuscript of ¡Olé! is ready to take the next step towards printing 
and publication. We anticipate that this will take place in the early part of 2022. 
 
‘We have recently asked four people to read the completed manuscript as ‘beta readers’ to 
give us their opinions and advice on the book. Three of these were long-term Spanish-
speaking members of the Club. The other one was an educated English speaker, who was 
unfamiliar with the Club.  
 
‘Happily, all the beta readers were extremely complimentary, although there were a few 
suggestions for improvement, which have now been acted on. In particular, the English 
speaker was extremely taken with the book and says she cannot wait for it to be published 
and is eagerly looking forward to the launch next year. 
 
‘El Club Latino has kindly offered to be involved with promotion of the book ¡Olé!, and so we 
should be pleased to hear what ideas you have come up with for that.  
 
‘We realise that the recent rules related to socialising in Covid times could make the 
organisation of a Book Launch rather tricky, but we are sure that between us all we can make 
it work next year. 
 
‘Four out of four beta readers can’t be wrong! We have a winning product! 
 
‘So please could you contact us as soon as you and your committee have formulated a plan 
of your possible involvement.’ 
 
Now that we have made the required improvements to the manuscript, it 
is in the hands of our designer in Australia. We shall be in a position to 
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send it to the printer as soon as we get it back and check the designed 
manuscript. 
 
Production is at last moving quickly, so we would appreciate hearing the 
Club’s plans for its involvement with the promotional phase of the book’s 
journey.  
While we realise that Covid restrictions are still in force, there are 
indications now that, by around the end of April, rules may be eased 
enough to enable more normal socialisation, and hence the possibility of a 
successful book launch. 
 
Another request which we would like you to consider is your permission to 
put the Club’s logo on our cover. After all the book is devoted to the history 
of the Club and showcases the Club in a completely positive light.  
 
We hope that the launch of our book will be used by the Club as a 
springboard to increase membership and participation in its social events. 
Wellington will rediscover what a gem of a social club it has in El Club 
Latino. 
 
Sincerely 
 
Donna Peters 
 
On behalf of the History Subcommittee and the ¡Olé! Publishing Team. 
 
PS: Attached is a scan of almost the latest version of the book cover, front 
and back. The title has been changed and the main lettering is now going to 
be in a very refined gold leaf. The original front cover photo is now on the 
back cover and the back cover photo will be on the inside front endpaper. 
The authors will be Donna Peters with, (not ‘and’) Sue Corkill. 
At the moment we think the price will stay at $49.99, but it may depend on 
Covid’s effects on the printers’ and bookbinders’ charges. We are 
considering a possible hardcover option on request, which would cost 
more, but become a family heirloom, perhaps. 
 
 
En español: 
Informe de Progreso del libro ¡Olé! El Club Latino Para el AGM 2021-
2022(21-03-2022) 
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Re: Nuestro libro sobre la historia del Club, anteriormente titulado ¡Olé! El 
Club Latino - Historia de cincuenta años, ahora retitulado ¡Olé! El Club 
Latino - Sesenta años en Wellington. 
Estimada presidenta Fiona y miembros del comité 
 
El 13 de diciembre de 2021, les envié un informe de progreso sobre nuestro 
libro, a pesar de que no hubo junta general el año pasado. 
Esto fue lo que dijo: 
‘Nos complace informarle ahora que, a pesar de las dificultades causadas 
por las restricciones de Covid -19, el manuscrito aumentado de ¡Olé! está 
listo para dar el siguiente paso hacia la impresión y publicación. 
Anticipamos que esto tendrá lugar a principios de 2022. 
‘Recientemente, hemos pedido a cuatro personas que lean el manuscrito 
completo como "lectores beta" para darnos sus opiniones y consejos sobre 
el libro. Tres de ellos eran miembros del Club de habla hispana desde hacía 
mucho tiempo. El otro era un hablante de inglés educado, que no estaba 
familiarizado con el Club. Afortunadamente, todos los lectores beta fueron 
extremadamente elogiosos, aunque hubo algunas sugerencias de mejora, 
que ahora se han puesto en práctica. En particular, a la angloparlante le 
gustó mucho el libro y dice que no puede esperar a que se publique y que 
espera ansiosamente el lanzamiento del próximo año. 
‘El Club Latino se ha ofrecido amablemente a participar en la promoción del 
libro ¡Olé!, por lo que deberíamos estar encantados de escuchar las ideas 
que se le han ocurrido. Nos damos cuenta de que las reglas recientes 
relacionadas con la socialización en la época de Covid podrían hacer que la 
organización del Lanzamiento de un libro sea bastante complicada, pero 
estamos seguros de que entre todos podemos hacer que funcione el 
próximo año. 
‘¡Cuatro de cada cuatro lectores beta no pueden estar equivocados! 
¡Tenemos un producto ganador! 
‘Así que, por favor, ¿podría contactarnos tan pronto como usted y su comité 
hayan formulado un plan de su posible participación?’ 
 
Ahora que hemos realizado las mejoras necesarias en el manuscrito, está 
en manos de nuestra diseñadora en Australia. Estaremos en condiciones de 
enviarlo a la imprenta tan pronto como regresemos y verifiquemos el 
manuscrito diseñado. 
La producción finalmente se está moviendo rápidamente, por lo que 
agradeceríamos escuchar los planes del Club para su participación en la 
fase promocional del libro. Si bien nos damos cuenta de que las 
restricciones de Covid todavía están vigentes, ahora hay indicios de que, 
hacia fines de abril, las reglas pueden suavizarse lo suficiente como para 
permitir una socialización más normal y, por lo tanto, la posibilidad de un 
lanzamiento exitoso del libro. 
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Otra solicitud que nos gustaría que considerara es su permiso para colocar 
el logotipo del Club en nuestra portada. Después de todo, el libro está 
dedicado a la historia del Club y muestra al Club bajo una luz 
completamente positiva. Esperamos que el lanzamiento de nuestro libro 
sea utilizado por el Club como un trampolín para aumentar la membresía y 
la participación en sus eventos sociales. Wellington redescubrirá la joya de 
club social que tiene en El Club Latino. 
 
Atentamente 
Donna Peters 
En representación de la Subcomisión de Historia y Equipo editorial del libro 
¡Olé!. 
 
PD: Se adjunta un escaneo de casi la última versión de la portada del libro, 
anverso y reverso. Se ha cambiado el título, y las letras principales ahora 
van a estar en un pan de oro muy refinado. La foto de la portada original 
ahora está en la contraportada y la foto de la contraportada estará en el 
interior de la guarda delantera. 
Los autores serán Donna Peters con (no 'y') Sue Corkill. 
Por el momento pensamos que el precio se mantendrá en $49.99, pero 
puede depender de los efectos del Covid en los cargos de las imprentas y 
encuadernadores. Estamos considerando una posible opción de tapa dura a 
pedido, que costaría más, pero quizás se convierta en una reliquia familiar. 
 

________________________________________________________________ 

 

Report to Spanish and Latin American Club of Wellington AGM 2023 from 
the History Subcommittee on progress of publication of Club’s history book, 
¡Olé! El Club Latino – Sixty Years in Wellington  
 
28th February 2023 
 
Estimada Presidenta Fiona y Comité 
 
As you know, on 7 December 2008, this book was commissioned by the 
Club’s then president Penelope Collinson and its executive committee to 
record the history of the Spanish and Latin American Club of Wellington. It is 
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now, at last, programmed to be published in 2023 to coincide with the Club’s 
60th Anniversary. 
 
Our book is very close to publication and the Club’s history subcommittee 
would appreciate the opportunity to work with the executive committee of 
The Spanish and Latin American Club of Wellington, Inc. (informally known 
as El Club Latino) on its promotion.  
As Fiona mentioned at last year’s AGM, August 2023 is the Club’s sixtieth 
anniversary and this presents an opportunity for the Club to promote itself 
widely by celebrating the anniversary of the Club, and the launch of its 
history book ¡Olé!. 
 
Two items are yet to be completed before we can publish. Our editor, and 
publisher Sue Corkill now considers it appropriate to include: 

1. An index to make it easier for readers to look up people and events 
from days gone by. We have an indexer lined up to produce that within 
a week of completion of the second item. 

2. Endorsement from ambassadors, both in the blurb on the back cover 
and supportive comments from a range of ambassadors at the front of 
the book. Since the Club’s inception in 1963, many Latin embassies 
have played an active part in supporting the Club and we are sure that 
they will oblige. We intend to approach the embassies of Argentina 
(our first patrons), Chile, Cuba, Mexico, Peru, and Spain. We would 
greatly appreciate help from committee members in this task. We have 
the sample first edition, which most of you saw at a previous AGM, to 
show them the quality of the book, and we shall soon have a mock-up 
of the new cover. You will be relieved to know that it will not be the 
one I showed you at the last AGM, which no-one (including myself) 
was happy with. We commissioned our designer to go back to the 
previous design with the dancing girls on the front and the Asado 
photo on the back. (Of course the sub-title has changed, too.) We 
expect to receive that cover at any minute. 

How the committee can help: 
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As we expect to go to print quite soon, we need to approach the various 
embassies in Wellington reasonably promptly (I suggest in April – see my 
personal note below) to request the endorsement and comments and still 
have time to incorporate them. We hope you and the executive committee 
will join us in meeting with the diplomats. It is likely that the Club already 
has good relationships with the Latin embassies and would facilitate the 
discussions.  
 
The members of the History Subcommittee and I believe it would be 
appropriate for us to approach the Argentine Embassy first because, from 
evidence collated in ¡Olé!, of all the embassies, the Argentines have 
contributed most to our Club throughout its sixty-year existence. The 
Consul-General of the Argentine Embassy, Oscar Agüero, was the first 
Patron of the Spanish Club and attended all of the events held during the 
1960s and early 1970s. 
 
The Spanish Embassy was also helpful to us even in 1993 when they were 
based in Canberra, as evidenced in the section on the Club’s role in 
instituting Spanish at Victoria University. When they were established in 
Wellington in 2006, they continued to contribute to the Club with monthly 
film shows. 
 
The ambassadors of the two key embassies, Argentina and Spain, seem to 
be relatively recent appointments: 
Her Excellency Ms María Belén Bogado, Argentine Ambassador to New 
Zealand, is the Head of Mission at the Embassy of Argentina, Wellington. 
 
His Excellency Mr Don Miguel Bauzá Y More, Spanish Ambassador to New 
Zealand, is the Head of Mission at the Embassy of Spain, Wellington. 
 
Other embassies, such as those of Chile and Cuba, Mexico, and Peru have 
also contributed over time. President Penny Collinson is quoted in her 
profile as saying, ‘Yet another special evening was when the Peruvian 
Ambassador, His Excellency Carlos Zapata, presented “The Gastronomy of 
Perú”. That night’s dishes were exquisite, and the pisco sour was divine!’ 
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And again, in 2015, as recorded in the book (with beautiful photos), the Club 
enjoyed a memorable Peruvian event. I believe that Jason Paulin has a 
position at the Peruvian embassy. Perhaps he could help us approach them? 
 
We therefore wish to meet soon with you and some committee members 
who might be interested in joining us to approach the relevant embassies. 
The idea would be to discuss the proposal further and formulate a plan of 
action before any visit.  
 
Furthermore, we would like to join you and the Club’s executive in arranging 
a grand Wellington book launch for ¡Olé! some time around the anniversary 
of the Club’s date of birth, 27th August 1963. We envisage the embassies 
also taking a significant part in the launch, and doubtless, they will play a 
prominent role in the Club’s year-long 2023 sixtieth anniversary 
celebrations. 
 
We look forward to working together with you and the embassies to promote 
our Club this year. We wish to make this anniversary year of 2023 a 
memorable year for us all. 
 
Abrazos Fuertes 

Donna Peters 

On behalf of the Spanish and Latin American Club History subcommittee, at  
present: Domingo Barón, Diana Standen, Bob Walker, Keryn Williams; 
and also our publisher and editor, Sue Corkill. 

 
PS: On a personal note, I am about to go on a three-week holiday in the 
South Island (4th to 24th March), so I envisage approaching the Embassies in 
April. Also, as I shall be in Hokitika on the projected date of the 2023 AGM, 

unless you hold it by Zoom, I shall have to tender my apologies.  Donna 
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Finally, ¡Olé! El Club Latino: Sixty Years in Wellington was printed on 26th 
September 2023. 

The Index was ditched for lack of time, and it also proved too difficult in the 
timeframe to obtain diplomatic endorsements. We had to go to print to catch the 
Club’s 60th Anniversary celebrations in 2023. 

It was also a rocky road to a launch date as the first one offered by the Argentine 
Ambassador on 26th October was postponed, due to the Argentine elections. 

The Argentine Embassy subsequently offered us Monday 11th December 2023 for 
our book launch. 
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Appendix 2 The Club’s Beginnings 
George Parkyn - Educator and Founder of the Spanish Club 

In an article posted in NZine, Educators Who Changed the Face of New Zealand 
Education, George Parkyn was considered one of the top three educators in New 
Zealand history, along with Dr. C.E. Beeby and Bill Renwick. 
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Parkyn Library: Whitecliffe College of Arts and design named their library 
after George Parkyn, co-founder of the college. 
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Death notice for George Parkyn: June 17, 1910 -March 11 1993 
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Words of wisdom from George, most applicable in today’s world of mass 
media. Excerpt from his book Sight of That Immortal Sea (1964) 
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Letter from Carol Cooper, Advising of Inaugural meeting to Set Up 
the Spanish Club 
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Carol Cooper’s First Introductory Information Sheet for Prospective 
Members 
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Carol Cooper’s Historical Notes on the Club’s Beginnings  
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Appendix 3: Robbie McAuslan’s Report on the Club’s First Ten Years  
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Visit to Wellington by Dr Eduardo J. Corso 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As Captain McAuslan wrote,‘Another important function of the Club was the 
hospitality offered to Spanish-speaking visitors to Wellington.’ One such Hispanic 
visitor to the Club in the early 1970s was Dr Eduardo J. Corso, renowned agricultural 
journalist from Uruguay. He published a book in 1979, Aquí, Nueva Zelandia, (Here 
is New Zealand) about his journey to New Zealand.  
 
In the chapter headed ‘La Generosa Calidad Humana Suaviza Ausencias Queridas’ 
{translated in the book by Diana Standen} he detailed his experiences of the 
hospitality shown by Wellington Spanish Club members: Diana Standen, his official 
interpreter; Gaby L. Macarie, Secretary to the Argentine Consul; her father, 
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businessman Peter Macarie; Nicolás Enrique Ledesma, the Argentine Consul; and 
Juan Wilson, President of the Wellington Spanish Club. These Spanish Club 
members and their families gladly took Dr. Corso under their wings while he was in 
Wellington.  
 
Dr Corso noted that there were then about a hundred Latin Americans living in 
Wellington from different countries, all of whom got along well, like ‘sons of the Great 
Homeland’ unlike the countries themselves. He said,’the Spanish Club acted as a 
vehicle of cohesion between them.’ 
 
He also lauded his interpreter, long-term Club member, Diana Standen. 
‘Nuestra intérprete se llama Diana Standen. Es argentina. Nació en Rosario de 
santa Fe. … Es profesora de Idioma español en la Universidad de Wellington.’ 
(Our interpreter is Diana Standen. … She is an Argentine. She is a teacher of 
Spanish language at Wellington University [sic].) 
 
Below scanned extracts from p.32, 33 & 34  
From Chapter 3: The Generous Quality of Humans Softens the Absence of our 
Loved Ones  
 
La generosa calidad humana suaviza ausencias queridas 
 
p. 32 
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p. 33 

 
 
 
p. 34 
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Original of Letter Accepting Life Membership by Captain McAuslan 1984  
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Appendix 4: The Club’s Constitutional Documents 
 

(i) 1964 Constitution 
 
                   EL CLUB ESPAÑOL Y LATINO-AMERICANO DE WELLINGTON 
 
         Constitution registered with Dept of Justice on 23rd November, 1964: 
 
                CONSTITUTION AND RULES OF THE WELLINGTON SPANISH CLUB 
 
NAME:            1.  The name of the Club shall be The Wellington Spanish Club, 
                 (Incorporated). 
 
AIMS AND 
OBJECTS          2.  The aims and objects of the Club shall be the encouragement of 
an 
                interest in the study of the Spanish language and Spanish and Latin 
                American customs and culture, and the provision of facilities for such 
                studies. 
 
                 The word "facilities" in the first paragraph of Clause 2 is to be 
                 interpreted in its broadest sense and could include:- 
 
                 (a)  Formation of a Library of Spanish Literature. 
 
                 (b)  Grants for the publication of books dealing with the Spanish 
                 language and culture. 
 
                 (c)  Grants towards the teaching of Spanish, and equipment therefor. 
 
                 (d)  Grants for Prizes and Bursaries. 
 
                 For the purposes of the aims and objects of the Club, 
 
                 (e)  To purchase, take on lease or in exchange or otherwise  acquire 
                 any real or personal property and any rights or privileges necessary 
                 or desirable for the purposes of the Club and to sell, mortgage, 
                 exchange, lease or otherwise deal with property rights or privileges. 
 
                 (f)  To erect any buildings or carry out any alterations to existing 
                 buildings necessary or desirable for the purposes of the Club. 
 
                 (g)  To enter into arrangements for the hire, lease or tenancy of any 
                 halls, rooms or premises for tournaments, matches or meetings, or as 
                 permanent premises for the Club, and to buy, hire or otherwise 
                 acquire furniture, furnishings, equipment and other effects. 
 
                 (h)  To borrow any moneys required for the purpose of the Club with 
                 or without securities and to execute mortgages over any of the 
                 property of the Federation or issue debentures as securities for the 
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                 repayment of any such moneys. 
 
                 (i)  To invest and lend moneys of the Club upon such investments as 
                 are from time to time authorised by law for the investment of trust 
                 funds. 
 
MEMBERSHIP       3.  Membership of the Club shall be open to any person (duly 
elected 
                 in accordance with Rule 5) who is in sympathy with the aims and 
                 objects of the Club. 
 
                 4.  The original members of the Club shall be known as Founder 
                 Members.  Founder Members shall be those persons who indicate their 
                 intention to join the Club before the date of, or at, the first 
                 General Meeting of the Club. 
 
                 5.  New Members (other then Founder Members) shall be elected by the 
                 General Committee of the Club.  Candidates for membership shall be 
                 sponsored by two Members.  Nominations in writing, together with the 
                 names of the proposer and seconder of the candidate for membership, 
                 shall be handed to the Hon. Secretary not less than seven days before 
                 the date of the Committee Meeting at which the election is to take 
                 place. 
 
                 6.  A Member wishing to resign from the Club shall inform the Hon. 
                 Secretary of his intention prior to the date of the Annual General 
                 Meeting, failing which the member shall be liable for his 
                 subscription to the Club for the following year. 
 
GUESTS           7.  Members shall be permitted to bring guests to such functions of 
                 the Club and in such numbers as the General Committee may from time 
                 to time decide. 
 
GENERAL 
COMMITTEE        8.  The General Committee of the Club shall be elected by the 
Annual 
                 General Meeting and shall consist of the following officers: 
 
                       The President of the Club 
                       The Vice-President 
                       The Hon. Secretary 
                       The Hon. Treasurer 
                       Four General Committee Members 
 
                 9.  Nominations for these positions shall be in writing, signed by 
                 the proposer and the seconder; and they shall be handed to the 
                 Secretary not later than the time of election.  Where the nominations 
                 exceed the number of vacancies, election shall be by secret ballot of 
                 those present at the meeting. 
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                 10. Officers shall hold office for one year only, but may offer 
                 themselves for re-election. 
 
                 11. The General Committee shall be charged with the administration of 
                 the Club's affairs.  It shall meet as required, but not less than 
                 once every two months.  The President, or in his absence, the Vice- 
                 President, shall be chairman of the General Committee.  Four members 
                 shall constitute a quorum.  Decisions shall be by simple majority 
                 vote.  The Chairman shall have a deliberative and casting vote. 
                 Minutes of the meetings of the General Committee shall be kept by the 
                 Hon. Secretary, or in his absence by a member of the General 
                 Committee appointed by the Chairman.  Any casual vacancy may be 
                 filled by the General Committee. 
 
SUB- 
COMMITTEES       12. The General Committee shall have the right to appoint sub- 
                 committees for specific purposes, such as a Social Sub-Committee or a 
                 Film Sub-Committee.  Members of the Club who are not members of the 
                 General Committee may be co-opted on such sub-committees. 
 
GENERAL 
MEETINGS         13. The financial year shall run from 1 October to 30 September 
and 
                 the Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held not later than 
                 30 November.  Annual accounts should be prepared after 30 September 
                 and audited by the November meeting when the officers of the Club for 
                 the following year shall be elected.  The Hon. Secretary shall give 
                 not less than fourteen days' notice in writing to all Members of the 
                 date of the Annual General Meeting, together with the Agenda of the 
                 Meeting. 
 
                 14. Notice of motions to be placed before the Annual General Meeting 
                 shall be given to the Hon. Secretary in writing not less than three 
                 weeks before the date of the Annual General Meeting. 
 
                 15. A Special General Meeting of the Club shall be called at any time 
                 at the request in writing of not less than seven Members.  Such 
                 request, which shall be handed to the Hon. Secretary not less than 
                 fourteen days before the proposed date of the meeting.  The Hon. 
                 Secretary shall give seven days' notice in writing of the date and 
                 business of the meeting to all Members. 
 
                 16. At an Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting twelve 
                 Members shall constitute a quorum.  The President of the Club, or in 
                 his absence the Vice-President shall be Chairman of the Meeting. 
                 Resolutions shall be made by a simple majority vote, exercised by the 
                 showing of hands.  Each Member shall have one vote which shall be 
                 exercised in person.  The Chairman shall have a deliberative and 
                 casting vote. 
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FINANCE          17. The rates for annual subscriptions shall be such sums as are 
                 resolved at Annual General Meetings. 
 
                 18. Subscriptions shall become due for payment on 1 October of each 
                 year.  A Member whose subscription remains unpaid by 15 March shall 
                 be deemed to have resigned from the Club. 
 
                 19. The bankers of the Club shall be such bank or banks as may be 
                 decided from time to time by the General Committee.  All payments out 
                 of the funds of the Club shall be made by the authority of the 
                 General Committee.  The account of the Club at its bankers shall be 
                 operated upon by such persons as the General Committee shall from 
                 time to time determine.  All cheques, drafts, bills of exchange, 
                 promissory notes and other negotiable instruments may be endorsed on 
                 behalf of the Club by the Secretary or Treasurer or any one of the 
                 persons authorised to sign cheques. 
 
                 20. The Hon. Treasurer shall keep books of account of the income and 
                 expenditure of the Club.  His books shall be at any reasonable time 
                 open to the inspection of the General Committee or its appointee. 
                 The Hon. Treasurer shall submit to the Annual General Meeting an 
                 audited balance sheet and income and expenditure account in respect 
                 of the previous year to 30 September. 
 
                 21. The Annual General Meeting shall appoint at each Annual General 
                 Meeting, an auditor, who shall be a member of the New Zealand Society 
                 of Accountants, to audit the accounts for the ensuing year. 
 
COMMON SEAL      22. The Club shall have a Common Seal which shall be kept in 
the 
                 custody of the Secretary for the time being.  The Common Seal shall 
                 not be affixed to any document except by the authority of a 
                 resolution of the General Committee, and in the presence of two 
                 members of the General Committee and the Secretary each of whom 
shall 
                 sign any document to which the Common Seal is affixed. 
 
RULES            23. Alterations to the Rules shall be made by a simple majority vote 
                 of Members at an Annual General Meeting or a Special General Meeting, 
                 provided that notice of the proposed change has been given in 
                 accordance with Rules (14) or (15). 
 
WINDING UP       24. In the event of the Club being wound up, all assets remaining 
                 after payment of the just debts and liabilities of the Club shall be 
                 divided in equal shares between the financial members of the Club at 
                 the time of the winding up. 
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Amended Constitution of 1993 
 
RULES OF THE: 
 

SPANISH AND LATIN AMERICAN CLUB (WELLINGTON) INCORPORATED 
 
1 NAME 1.1 The name of this society shall be “Spanish and Latin American Club 
(Wellington) Incorporated”, hereinafter called the Club 
 
2 INTERPRETATION 
 
2.1 “Family Members” shall mean two or more persons of the same immediate family 
residing at the same abode. 
 
2.2 “Retired Member” shall mean a person in receipt of National Superannuation. 
 
2.3 “Retired Family Members” shall include two persons of the same immediate 
family residing at the same abode at least one of whom is in receipt of national 
Superannuation. 
 
2.4 “Student Member” shall mean a person undertaking full time study at a 
recognised educational institution. 
 
2.5 “Country Member” means a person principally residing north of Waikanae or 
north of the Rimutaka Summit. 
 
2.6 “The Committee” means the committee of the Club 
 
2.7 “Rule” means a rule of the Club 
 
2.8 “Financial Year” shall mean the inclusive period from 1 July in one year until 30 
June in the next year. 
 
3 OBJECTIVES 
 
3.1 To promote interest in and the study of the language, customs and culture of 
Spain and Latin America. 
 
3.2 To do all lawful things that ae incidental or conducive to the attainment of the 
above objects or any of them. 
 
4 CLASSES OF MEMBERSHIP 
 
4.1 There shall be the following classes of membership 
 
 a Individual Members 
 
 b Family Members 
 
 c Retired Members 
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 d Retired Family Members 
 
 e Student Members 
 
 f Country Members 
 
 g Life members 
 
4.2 Any individual shall be eligible to be a Member provided that person is prepared 
to support the objects of the Club and pays the appropriate subscription, except as 
provided in Rules 4.3 and 5.4. 
 
4.3 Any person who gives the Club especially meritorious service for a continuous 
period of at least ten years may be elected as a Life Member at any Annual or 
Special General Meeting, on the unanimous recommendation of the Committee. 
 
4.4 All applications for membership must be on the appropriate form(s). 
 
4.5 Details about members of the Club shall be kept in a Register. The Membership 
Secretary shall be responsible for ensuring that the Register is maintained. 
 
5 SUBSCRIPTIONS 
 
5.1 The Annual subscription for the current financial year, for each class of 
membership, shall be determined annually by the Annual General Meeting. 
 
5.1 Persons applying for membership during the last six months of the Club’s 
financial year shall be entitled to pay only one half of the Annual subscription. 
 
5.3 in exceptional circumstances the Committee may grant remission of all or part of 
any sums due from any Member. 
 
6 RESIGNATIONS 
 
6.1 Any member of the Club may at any time resign membership of the Club and 
such resignation shall take effect on receipt of such notice by the Secretary, without 
prejudice to any debt or liability to the Club previously incurred. 
 
6.2 Any member who is overdue with his/her membership subscription may have 
their membership reviewed by the Committee. 
 
7 BREACH OF RULES OR MISCONDUCT OF MEMBERS 
 
7.1 The Committee shall investigate all reports or complaints received in relation to 
alleged breach of rules or misconduct of members 
 
7.2 If the conduct of any member appears to the Committee to be contrary to the 
interests of the Club, or to endanger the reputation or welfare of the Club, or if any 
Member commits a breach of these Rules, the Committee may request such a 



 
 

75 | P a g e  
 

member to appear before it personally at a date to be fixed by the Committee or to 
submit to the Committee in writing any explanation or other facts relating to the 
conduct complained of or the breach of the Rules, and if such a Member appears 
before the Committee he/she shall be entitled to make any such explanation orally. 
After the Committee has heard the member or considered the written statement, or if 
the Member fails to appear before the Committee or submit a written statement in 
response to a request to do so, then the Committee may: 
 
 a Deprive such a Member of all rights and privileges of membership for 
such a period as the Committee sees fit; 
 
 b Expel such a Member from the Club, and as from the date of the 
Committee’s resolution for expulsion the member shall cease thenceforth to be a 
Member of the Club and shall not thereafter have any claim on its assets or property, 
but such cessation of membership shall not be without prejudice to the Club’s right to 
recover any subscription or other moneys due and owing by the Member. 
 
8 ALTERATION OF RULES 
 
8.1 Any alteration, addition or deletion of these Rules shall be made only at an 
Annual or Special General Meeting. Any alteration, addition or deletion shall not 
change the Club’s essential functions as given by the present Rules. 
 
8.2 Where the proposed amendments to the Rules are to be dealt with at a General 
Meeting: 
 
 a Notice of the proposed alteration, addition or deletion shall be sent to 
every member at least fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting. 
 
 b No resolution shall effect any alteration of these Rules unless assented 
to by a majority of the members present at the meeting. 
 
9 GENERAL MEETINGS 
 
9.1 The Annual General Meeting of the Club shall be held every year as soon as 
practicable after the end of the Club’s financial year. The exact date and place shall 
be decided by the Committee. 
 
9.2 At the Annual General Meeting the Club shall: 
 
 a Receive from the Committee a report, balance sheet and a statement 
for the financial year; 
 
 b Elect the Officers and Committee who shall take office at the close of 
the Annual General Meeting at which they are elected; 
 
 c Decide on the rates of subscription for the current financial year; 
 
 d Decide on any motions which may be duly submitted to the meeting. 
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9.3 The notice of the Annual General Meeting shall be forwarded to each Member of 
the Club at least fourteen (14) days prior to the Annual General Meeting. The notice 
shall include notices of motions to be placed before the Annual General Meeting, 
and a copy of the report, and audited balance sheet and statement of accounts. 
 
9.4 Notices of motion to be brought before the Annual General Meeting shall be 
given in writing to the Secretary not less than twenty-eight (28) days before the date 
of the Annual General Meeting. 
 
9.5 At any Annual or Special General Meeting no motion not included in the notice 
calling the meeting may be proposed, discussed or put to the vote except by the 
consent of two-thirds of the Members present. 
 
9.6 At any Annual or Special General Meeting ten (10) members entitled to vote shall 
form a quorum. If after one hour of the time of the meeting a quorum is not present, 
no meeting shall be held. 
 
9.7 Voting on any motion before the meeting shall be by voice, except that any 
Member present at the meeting may require a show of hands and ten percent of 
Members present at such a meeting may require a secret ballot. 
 
9.8 A Special General Meeting shall be called: 
 
 a At any time by resolution of the committee. 
 
 B At any time on the written requisition of ten (10) or more Members, 
provided that the requisition to call such a meeting shall state the motion(s) to be 
moved thereat. 
 
9.9 A Special General Meeting shall be held not earlier than twenty-eight (28) days 
or later than forty (40) days following the receipt of such a requisition or the date of 
the Committee resolution. 
 
 
9.10 If the meeting be not called within the time, the Members signing the request 
shall have power to convene a meeting. 
 
9.11 Each Member shall be notified in writing to their last notified address, at least 
fourteen (14) days before the date of the meeting of the motion(s) to be moved 
thereat. 
 
9.12 The President shall take the chair at any Annual or Special General Meeting. If 
the President is absent, then the Vice-President shall take the chair. Should the 
Vice-president also be absent, then the Members present and entitled to vote shall 
elect a Chairperson. 
 
10 OFFICE HOLDERS 
 
10.1 The Officers of the Club shall be: 
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 a Patron 
 
 b President 
 
 c Vice-president 
 
 d Secretary 
 
 e Treasurer 
 
 f Membership Secretary 
 
 g Public Relations Officer 
 
 h Honorary Auditor(s) (The Honorary Auditor(s) need not hold 
membership of the Club) 
 
10.2 The Officers shall be elected by ballot at the Annual General Meeting 
 
10.3 The Honorary Auditor(s) shall be elected by the Annual General Meeting which 
may fix an honorarium. 
 
11 COMMITTEE 
 
11.1 The management and control of the affairs of the Club shall be vested in the 
Committee which shall have all the powers of the Club when so acting. 
 
11.2 The Committee may delegate any of its powers and duties, except its power to 
delegate, to sub-committees consisting of such Member(s) of the Club or other 
persons as it may resolve, and the President and Secretary shall be ex-officio 
members of all such sub-committees 
 
11.3 The Committee shall consist of 
 
 a The Officers except the Patron and Honorary Auditor 
 
 b Such other number as the Annual General Meeting shall decide 
 
11.4 Candidates for the Committee shall be nominated by Members of the Club at 
the Annual General Meeting or in writing signed by any two Members received by 
the Secretary before the date of the meeting. Every candidate before election shall 
signify personally at the Annual General Meeting or in writing his/her acceptance of 
nomination. 
 
11.5 All members of the Committee shall be eligible for immediate re-election. 
 
11.6 Should any office remain vacant at the conclusion of the Annual General 
Meeting those elected shall form the Committee and shall have the power to co-opt 
such additional Members as are necessary to fill the remaining vacancies on the 
Committee for the term of that Committee. 
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11.7 The Committee is empowered to appoint such additional Members to the 
Committee as may be required from time to time. 
 
11.8 The Committee shall meet as often as the business of the Club may require. 
 
11.9 A quorum for a meeting of the Committee shall be five of whom three must be 
officers of the Club. 
 
11.10 Any member of the Committee absenting himself or herself from three 
consecutive meetings of the Committee without leave thereof shall, ipso facto, cease 
to be a member of the Committee. 
 
12 EXPRESSION OF CLUB OPINION 
 
12.1 No Member shall state any opinion to be that of the Club unless authorised to 
do so by the Committee. 
 
COMMONSEAL 
 
13.1 The club shall have a Common Seal which shall be kept in the custody of the 
Secretary and which shall not be affixed to any document or instrument except 
pursuant to a resolution of the Committee and in the presence of the Secretary and 
one member of the Committee, who shall sign every document or instrument to 
which the Seal is affixed. 
 
14 CONTROL OF FUNDS 
 
14.1 The controls of the funds of the Club shall be vested in the Committee and the 
Committee may authorise the expenditure of such sums as it considers necessary 
for the furtherance of the objects of the Club. 
 
14.2 The Committee may deal with the funds of the Club by depositing such funds 
with a bank or by investing in and purchasing such fixed and floating assets and 
securities, that satisfy trustee requirements, as it considers necessary for the 
furtherance of the objects of the Club. 
 
14.3 The Committee may withdraw, sell or otherwise convert in to money any 
deposit, fixed or floating asset or security of the Club and may apply the moneys so 
obtained in any manner permitted by the Rules. 
 
14.4 The Treasurer shall, subject to direction and approval of the Committee where 
necessary, oversee the administration of all financial matters of the Club, shall 
ensure that all financial records are kept, arrange for the annual audit of the 
accounts and shall report at the Annual General Meeting on all receipts, 
expenditures and debts of the Club. 
 
14.5 All payments shall be approved by the Committee. All cheques and bank 
withdrawal authorities shall be valid only if signed by two out of the Treasurer, 
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Secretary and two other Committee members appointed by the Committee at its first 
meeting after the Annual General Meeting. 
 
14.6 No Member shall benefit financially from the funds of the Club. This does not 
preclude the reimbursement of actual and reasonable expenses incurred by a 
Member on behalf of the Club with prior approval of the Committee. 
 
15 POWERS TO BORROW MONEY 
 
15.1 The Club may borrow money for the furtherance of the objects of the Club, 
including for the purpose of obtaining accommodation for the Club and its members, 
subject to the endorsement of a General Meeting. 
 
16 REGISTERED OFFICE 
 
16.1 The registered office of the Club shall be at such place as the Committee may 
from time to time determine. 
 
17 WINDING UP 
 
17.1 In the event of the dissolution of the Club any remaining assets of the Club after 
payment of all its debts and liabilities will become the property of an organisation 
which has aims compatible with those of the Club, which organisation shall be 
decided by the last Annual or Special General Meeting of the Club or, at the 
discretion of the Committee, by postal ballot. 
 
18 CANCELLATION 
 
18.1 These Rules cancel and replace those registered with the Department of 
Justice on 20 February 1978. 
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Alteration of Rules 2011and 2013  
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Appendix 5: Spanish at Victoria University 
 
Original of Memo from Professor Norrish, Department of Romance Languages 
at Victoria University (Originally on foolscap sized pages) 

 
Professor Norrish’s memo to the faculty of Languages & Literature appears to back 
the reintroduction of Spanish language courses which were held from 1949 to 1953. 
He supports this view with evidence of New Zealand’s growing involvement with 
Latin America, quoting extensively from a letter by Mr Laking, the Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs. 
 
This favourable information encouraged the Spanish Club to gather a great many 
signatures and to submit a petition to Victoria University on the subject of the 
‘Reintroduction of Spanish at Victoria University’. 

 



 
 

85 | P a g e  
 

 

 
(Memo Page 2) 
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87 | P a g e  
 

 
(Memo Page 3) 
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(i) Covering Letter for the Club’s Petition on the ‘Re-introduction of 
Spanish at Victoria University  

 
A copy of the original covering letter by the Secretary of the Club, Carol Cooper, was 
found in Carol’s archives. (Originally in foolscap size.) 
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(Page 2 of the covering letter) 
 

 
 
1992-93 Correspondence with Victoria University:  
 

The Spanish Club once more pressed VUW to provide degree level 
courses in Spanish. When the Club’s President, Domingo Barón, wrote to 
the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Holborow, he discovered that the Spanish 
Embassy in Canberra was also working hard to encourage Victoria to offer 
a full degree course as the following correspondence shows. 
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(a) Letter from Domingo Barón to the Vice-Chancellor 14 August 1992 
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(b) Reply by Acting Dean Paul Harris to Domingo Barón’s letter to the Vice-
Chancellor 
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(c) Domingo Barón’s reply to Acting Dean, Paul Harris 
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(d)  Domingo Barón’s 1993 letter to the Vice-Chancellor on learning that 
VUW intended to discontinue Spanish Level One course in 1994. Too 
late. It was, indeed, discontinued. 
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(e) Angela Fernández, National Spanish Adviser to NZ, from the Spanish 
Embassy in Canberra writes to Club President Domingo Barón, 
enclosing a copy of her letter to Victoria’s Vice-Chancellor. 

 

Translation: I am sending you a copy of the letter sent by me, in the name of Dr. 
Monclús, Education Councellor in Canberra, to the Vice-Chancellor of Victoria 
University, concerning the situation of Spanish in that institution. 
Thanking you again for all the support that you and the Club are giving to the 
teaching and expansion of Spanish in NZ. 
A warm greeting, 
 
Auckland, 13 August 1993 
 
Angela Fernández 
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(f) Letter from Spanish Language Adviser to the Vice Chancellor  
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p. 2  Letter from Angela Fernández  
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(i) President’s Report for 1992  
(See p. 3 for references to Spanish language courses at Victoria.) 
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Appendix 6: Access Radio Broadcasts 
 

Script - Programa del Club Español  
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Interview questions for Club President, Domingo Barón 
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(i) Advertisement for Club’s Access Radio programme − Boletin 1993 
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Advertisement for Access Radio programme, Oye Latino − Boletín 2010 p.2 
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Appendix 7: Asados 
 
Asado propaganda (bilingual) page 1 
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(i) Asado propaganda (bilingual) page 2 
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(ii) Asado propaganda − Boletín 1993 
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Appendix 8 - Campamento brochure and organisational documents 
 

Brochure - Campamento 2000 (10 pages) 
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Original of Map of the way to Forest Lakes Camp 
 
This hand-drawn map was duplicated and sent out to campistas on enrolment. 
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Forest lakes Price Lists 
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1989 letter to Campamento participants  
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1992 Campamento documents 
 
This is the first year of the Sunday lunches at the Telegraph Hotel, Casa Gregorio. 
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1992 Camp Programme 

 



 
 

125 | P a g e  
 

Letter inviting the Guest Speaker to the Campamento 1992 
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Letter to 1992 Camp participants 
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1992 camp participants 
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1992 Camp Participants - continued. 
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1999 Campamento  

Minutes of the Compamento Organising Sub-Committee and other organisational documents 
from 1999 show how much preparation was needed to run a successful Campamento in 
October. We held our first meeting on 28 July at The Correspondence School. 
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(Minutes of first meeting 28.07.99 continued) 
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Letter to Prospective Tutors and Helpers 
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List of Preferences of Prospective Tutors 
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Letter to Secondary Schools Teaching Spanish 
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Letter to Past Camp Participants 
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Two weeks later: 
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Minutes from 10.08.99 meeting  
(Page 1) 
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(Page 2 Minutes 10.08.99) 
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Job Descriptions amended 10.08.99 
(Annotations by unknown member of the sub-committee. This list was further updated 
10.09.99 as we found more jobs that needed to be done.) 
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Updated camp Budget 10.08.99 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1999 Campamento - Workers 
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1999 Campamento - Learners 
Learners are here divided into language levels for tutorials in small conversation 
groups and into larger mixed level groups for their theatrical performances and for 
doing camp duties, such as setting and clearing meal tables, or helping in the 
kitchen. Some of the Advanced group learners are also listed as workers. 
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Lists of Campamento Enrolments 
 
The first list 
shows how the 
learning levels 
were given 
different 
coloured 
badges.  
 
The second list 
shows the 
campistas were 
allocated 
rooms.Lake 
Lodge is LL with 
numbers and 
Waitawa Lodge 
rooms have 
letters A-H as 
seen in the 
diagram on the 
next page. 
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Allocation of rooms in Lake Lodge - 1999 campamento 
 

 
1999 -Large numbers enrolled meant we had to use the adjacent Waitawa Building. 
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Campamento Sub- committee meetings on 25.08.99, 08.09.99, 22.09.99 and 
06.10.99 necessitated further adjustments of the budget and organisers’ duties 
before the camp opened on 15th October. 
 
Up dated Budget 
07.09.99 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 1999 Campamento was large; 
About 50 participants with 11 tutors 
and 7 conversation groups. 
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Duties for Tutors and Helpers: Donna’s copy 
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Paid-up Participants Received This Letter as a Receipt for Campamento 1999. 
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Campamento 1999 Programme 
The Conferencia Cultural (Cultural Talk) is not specified, but it was given by 
exchange student Gaby Castellán about her home country, Guatemala, which also 
very conveniently happened to be the designated country for the cultural question in 
the School Certificate Exam 1999. 
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Appendix 9: Días Españoles − Spanish Days 
 

Día Español 1999 - Programa and  Organisational documents 
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Participants 
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Participants p.2. 
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(i) El Día Español 1999 Evaluation Form and Report 
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Evaluation form p.2 
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The report on the 1999 Spanish Day suggested that, after three months of 
organisation and a day of intense work, everyone involved should have been equally 
recompensed. 
 
This email gives some background to our campaign to remunerate all the organisers 
and workers who put so much time into making the Club’s Spanish Days and 
Language Camps such resounding successes. 
 
Other language clubs, such as the Alliance Française did it, but, sadly, our Club’s 
committee resisted on the grounds that Spanish and Latin American Club members 
were volunteers and it was against the Club’s constitution to pay Club members for 
such services. Perhaps this explains why such activities fizzled out in time. 
 

 
However, we continued in 2000 to organise a bigger and better Día Español. 
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(ii) Brochure - El Día Español 2000 
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Appendix 10 − Exchange students 
 
The Club gave $500 to New Zealand students of Spanish to travel to Spanish-
speaking countries under the auspices of both Youth For Understanding (YFU) and 
American Field Scholarships (AFS). We also welcomed the participation in our 
Club’s activities of visiting Spanish-speaking exchange students 
 

(i) Letter to the Development Director ofYouth For Understanding 
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Attachment to the letter to YFU  
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(ii) Speech Guidelines for Students 
 

  



 
 

166 | P a g e  
 

(iii) Correspondence relating to AFS exchange student Gaby Castellán 
from Guatemala, who took part in the Club’s  1999 Campamento 
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(Gaby’s letter) 
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(Page 2) 
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(Reply to Gaby) 
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(Testimonial for Gaby Castellán re Campamento participation) 
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Appendix 11: Pub Charity funding docs. 
 
From 1992 to 2001 the Spanish and Latin American Club applied for and was 
granted funds from Pub Charity, through Gregorio Ubiaga of the Telegraph Hotel, 
Otaki. During those years Gregorio and Yvonne Ubiaga used to host the camp 
participants for lunch after our Campamentos at Forest Lakes and for our Club 
Planning Meetings, too. 
 
1992 Documents: 
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Considerable paperwork was necessary by the Treasurer, Secretary and President 
of the Club to account for how the funds were used and receipts were demanded by 
Pub Charity. The Club, however, benefited greatly from the Pub Charity funding as it 
allowed us to continue many extra activities, such as the highly successful 
Campamentos and subsidised our monthly activities, too. 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 
 

184 | P a g e  
 

Appendix 12 Pat Wright (Née Atteck) and John Wright  
 
Documents passed on from Carol Cooper, originally from Pat’s brother  who 
prepared them for Pat’s funeral in 2008 
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For more information, see: - Life History of John Wright: 
<https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Wright-21995> 
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Appendix 13: Spanish and Latin American Club Logos 
 
1960’s ‘Information sheet on the Club. No attempt at logos or 
decoration! 
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Brochure 1980s without a Club logo, but with Hispanic decorations. 
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The Club’s 1990s brochure with our first Club logo designed by by 
graphic artist, Rogelio Carles Rosas. 
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Brochure 2004 with new full-colour Club logo  

 
The increasing sophistication of the Club’s propaganda (publicity) can clearly be 
seen developing over the years 
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Appendix 14: Carol Cooper’s CV 
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Page 2 of Carol’s CV 
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Page 3 of Carol’s CV 
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Page 4 of Carol’s CV - Qualifications 
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Appendix 15: Frank William’s handwritten story of his life. 
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Frank Wiiliam’s 2008 Christmas newsletter - his last. 
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Appendix 16: Testimonial for Donna Clarke from President Domingo Barón 
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Appendix 17: Big Green Accounts Book – sample pages reproduced. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1971 accounts – double page spread 
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1979/80 accounts – double page spread 
 

 
 
 
 
1980/81 accounts – double page spread 
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1984/85 accounts – double page spread 
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1988 annual accounts summary 30 - 09 – 88:   

 
Computers and wordprocessors were starting to take over during the 1990s, and 
from 1999 accounts were done on computer spreadsheets pasted into the book. The 
last printout in the ledgerbook is dated June 2003. 
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Appendix 18: Green Attendance Book – sample pages reproduced. 
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1979 – Signatures – Thursday 19th July 1979 
 
Note the modest entry fees! 
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1982 - 19th Birthday Fiesta, 28th August -  page 1 – signatures: –  
 
Top: Mr Melhop  
Bottom: John & Mary Wilson 
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1982 - 19th Birthday Fiesta signatures – page 2: –  
 
Top: Barbara Hurtley,  
 
Bottom: Donna Clarke de Ferrándiz  
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1982 - 19th Birthday Fiesta signatures – Page 3: – 
  
Top: Steven Donn  
  
Middle: Five from National School of Ballet   
 
In total about 90 attendees signed for that Birthday Fiesta 
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Appendix 19 Ralph Sutton’s Hispanic Calendars 

1993 Calendar 
 
Ralph’s first calendars were written in Spanish and each national day of a Spanish-
speaking country was marked. In the month of January this was Cuba on the first. 
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The calendar was sent with 
the photograph of the tall 
ship Juan Sebastián de 
Elcano taken in Wellington 
Harbour in 1988 and 
attributed to V. H. Young. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2003 Calendar 
 
By 2003 Ralph’s calendars were in colour and carried our then logo, but not Hispanic 
national days. 

  



 
 

213 | P a g e  
 

 
Appendix 20: Doctora - The Film – online: 
 
The second part of the film Doctora is on YouTube, (I haven’t found Part 1, though!) 
and it is worth watching to see the elderly Dr Ruth Tichauer working with the Aymara 
people in the Andes of Bolivia. You will hear her infinite words of wisdom, too, and 
lovely Andean music in the party at the end. 
 
Also a review of the film at: 
http://doctoratichauer.blogspot.com 
 
There is plenty of information online about the good doctor and about her grandson, 
Franz Freudenthal, who found a way to heal  holes in the hearts of babies. 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
FIN - THE END 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://doctoratichauer.blogspot.com/

